PREFACE.

fHE idea of writing a History of Hindu Civili-
sation first occurred to me sixteen years
ago, when I submitted to the Oriental Congress a
short essay on Aryan Civilisation in India, which
earned a prize awarded by the Italian Govern-
ment The execution of the work, however,
has had to be postponed from year co year for
various reasons which it is needless to mention.
Even now, the work is published with consider-
able diffidence, as, on many points, the informa-
tion which I have been able to collect is meagre
and unsatisfactory. I venture to hope, however,
that the present publication will create interest
in the subject, and thus lead eventually to a more
exhaustive treatment of it